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Don’t forget to play with words!  





Being aware of letter sounds is one tool that helps us read and write.  Children need to be able to break words down into syllables and sounds.  The word ‘dog’ is one syllable but it has 3 sounds, called phonemes:  d-o-g.  The word ‘shop’ also has 3 phonemes:  sh-o-p.


Give your child a word and ask for some words that rhyme with it.


Break words into phonemes and ask them to figure out what word you said.  Example: say these sounds: “C-A-T” and see if your child can figure out the word ‘cat’.


Run through word families (words that have the same ending) breaking up the work into beginning and ending sounds and change the first sound each time.  For example, say “P-ot” for ‘pot’.  Now say, “H-ot, L-ot, D-ot, etc.) and see if they can figure out the word.


Make up silly songs, and invent nonsense words.


Let your child spell using fun tools.  Use magnet letters on the fridge, window markers on windows, and bend pipe cleaners into letters.











POWERFUL WORDS





Practice the sight words (or power words) that are being sent home.  We want the students to recognize and read these words quickly so they can be more effective readers.  Once they can read them, it’s time to start practicing how to spell them.  These words generally are not spelled the way they sound and they have different visual patterns.  They must be memorized by sight.








Children learn to write by writing.  Your child needs many opportunities to write for a real purpose (like letters to family members or grocery lists) to see the value in writing and to practice all that they are learning about sounds, blends, and patterns.  





The next best way you can help your child to write is by encouraging them to read.  The more we see a word in print, the more it sticks in our memory bank.     








When your child asks you how to spell a word, before you give the answer, try saying some of these options:





Let’s think about how many sounds we hear in that word.  Say it slowly.  What sounds do you hear?


Do you know another word that sounds like that?  Try spelling it using the same spelling pattern.


That is a power word.  Go check your power word cards.


Can you find that word in a book you have?  (This is the beginning of dictionary skills.  In class, the children refer to word walls, charts, posters, books they are familiar with, and dictionaries to find words they need to spell.)
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