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‘Sounding out the word’ is a good strategy but not always the best, and certainly not the only one.  Good readers read words as a whole and use many clues to help them when they are stuck, such as understanding the text and looking at the pictures.  





The next time your child is stuck on a word, here are some 


helpful things you can say:


What word would make sense here? 


Look at the picture. 


Does that make sense?  Does that sound right?


Keep reading the rest of the sentence.  It might give you a clue about what would make sense.


Go back and read that sentence again to see if it sounded right.


(‘Break’ the word into parts with your fingers.)  Do you recognize any small words (or parts) inside this big word?








TRANSLATION


�





If you can read this, you have a strange mind too.


Can you read this?   Only 55 people out of 100 can.





I couldn’t believe that I could actually understand what I was reading.  The phenomenal power of the human mind, according to a research at Cambridge University, it doesn’t matter in what order the letters in a word are, the only important thing is that the first and last letter be in the right place.  The rest can be a total mess and you can still read it without a problem.  This is because the human mind does not read every letter by itself, but the word as a whole.  Amazing huh?  Yeah and I always thought spelling was important!








Parents, you may have seen this circulated by e-mail.  Try reading it:





if yuo can raed tihs, you hvae a sgtrane mnid too. �Can you raed tihs? Olny 55 plepoe out of 100 can. ��i cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd waht I was rdanieg. The phoenmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid, aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it dseno't mtaetr in waht oerdr the ltteres in a wrod are, the olny iproamtnt tihng is taht the frsit and lsat ltteer be in the rghit pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses and you can sitll raed it whotuit a pboerlm. Tihs is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. Azanmig huh? yaeh and I awlyas tghuhot slpeling was ipmorantt!
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If you look back at the original text, you’ll notice that many of the small words that couldn’t be changed are in fact power words.  Having some power words spelled correctly also helped us to read the text.   They provided a flow to the sentences and we are able to read the remainder of the words by figuring out what would make sense.  Don’t forget to keep practicing those power words!!!!  
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